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                9th February, 2008 
Dear Canalcoholic Friends! 
 
Thunder crashed, lightning flashed alarmingly, and hail-bearing rain struck the ground in the late afternoon of 3rd 
December. With more of the same predicted for the evening, I thought even the most enthusiastic of canal lovers 
would never venture out to an ACS meeting.  
But came you did  -  65 of you! I think that you were rewarded by a very enjoyable evening of variety and interest. 
I’m sure we all learnt something new about the Aussie / British waterway connections, and thoroughly enjoyed our 
Christmas meeting.  
 
The severe weather repeated itself an hour before our first Committee meeting for this year, and members fought 
the off-putting conditions to arrive at my house. Holding the meeting by candelight, as the storm had caused 
electrical failures throughout the district, was a unique experience! 
 
Scottish Connection : Early last year I received an email from Sandy Paton, 
the Lock Keeper at Grangemouth sea lock on the Forth and Clyde Canal in  
Scotland, (about four miles from the Falkirk Wheel). He had seen the ACS  
website and was keen to make contact with us.  
 
Member Pamela Wright took him literally and consequently had a brilliant day 
in Scotland when Sandy showed her around his patch. Pam has offered to  
share her photos and experiences in the coming meeting. 
  
That’s not all – 
Sandy and his wife Louise are coming to Sydney duri ng March for a    Lock near Falkirk. Forth & Clyde Canal 
brief visit. We are arranging a riverside picnic te a in the little park by  
Woolwich ferry wharf (Valentia St.) on Tuesday, 18t h March from 5.00 pm. 
Please join us.  Bring collapsible chairs, drink and finger food to  share. 
Wet weather and evening coffee option at the nearby  Woolwich Pier Inn   
 
Save the Parramatta Rivercat Service! As you know, our Society is devoted  
to the  world’s inland waterways. We have a great inland waterway close by –  
the Parramatta  River. Last meeting Kevin Shaw made some very interesting  
connections with places on this river and those along the Thames in London. 
Many of us have enjoyed the pleasure of travelling along our historic local  
waterway on the Parramatta rivercat.  Because of the recent Walker Report,  
the service to Parramatta is now under threat of closure or privatisation. If you  
would like to add your support to the retention of this ferry service please add             Ferry at Woolwich wharf 
your signature to the on-line petition at www.parracity.nsw.gov.au/ferry. 
At the time of writing we are working to get someone who is well informed about the situation, to speak briefly at 
the meeting. We shall also see photos of recent attractive upgrades of the riverbank at Parramatta.   
 
The March Meeting 
Date: Monday 3 rd March 2008 
Time: 7.45 – 9.45pm + Supper 
Place: Marsden Rd Uniting Church Hall, Marsden Rd, Carlingford 
 
Features: 
*  Scottish Canal Glimpses  – Pamela Wright 
*  Keeping the Boat Afloat  – the Parramatta Rivercat and  
            Parramatta’s scenic river  
*  Gloucester: British / Aussie Waterway Connection s – Yvonne Clarke 
                       Visit the British Nat. Waterways Museum (by road or boat) 
              Enjoying the Parramatta Rivercat  
  …………….. and More! 
 

Contact: Jan Roden, 33 Carson Street, Dundas, NSW.  2117   Phone: (02) 9874 7584 
Web site: www.auscanal.org.au   email: acsweb@gmail.com����

 

 

 



 THE 20th BIRTHDAY of the ACS – born on 9 th May, 1988 
 

It is hard to believe how quickly the years have flown by, and our unique canal society continues to 
flourish and capture the interest of so many people. I would like to thank you all, whether you have 
been involved for many of those years, or whether you have only been in the group for a short 
period.Your participation helps to create a lively, varied and interesting society. Special thanks to 
our overseas members and Friends who keep us in touch with the canal scene in other parts of the 
world and add real depth to the ACS.      

 
20th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATORY WEEKEND – Let’s celebrate!  F riends welcome.  
 
Organisation is well under way for our special weekend to celebrate 
 the 20th Birthday of the ACS.       (see accompanying sheet)  
 
DATE:            Friday 2 nd – Sunday 4 th May 
PLACE:          The Hunter Valley, which has historic inland waterway connections, 
                      including the beautiful town of Morpeth on the Hunter River. 
ACCOMMODATION:       The Monte Pio Function Centre, Rutherford 
                                       (book directly with the guest house) 
PROGRAMME: Friday evening: informal buffet dinner,  
                          Saturday: Morpeth Museum visit, guided historic town walk,  
       riverside picnic lunch, personal choices,          Historic “Monte Pio” 
                   Monte Pio dinner.Speaker: Chris Robson, local historian. 
                                          Acknowledgement of the 20 interesting years of the ACS                 
                          Sunday:   Visit historic parts of Maitland including Grossmann House (National Trust). 
                                          Morning tea at Brough House (next door mirror-image building).  
REGISTRATION:  Return the attached form for full or part time participation to Jim Pringle at the coming 
                             meeting or post to him as soon as possible. 
                             80 Rosebery St, Killara 2071.  Ph: 9498 1485    email: the_pringles@hotmail.com  
                                                                                                                                                                            
    
“WILLIAM JAMES (1771 – 1837) The Man who Discovered  George Stevenson” 

I have been absorbed in a new book, which ACS committee member 
Ken James  put into my hands a few nights ago. As most of you will recall, Ken 
is a proud descendant of the undeservedly neglected William James, who was 
a great visionary, playing a crucial role in the development of inland transport in 
the Industrial Revolution, including my favourite Stratford Canal. 
At last a new biography of the life of William James has been published and his 
place in history is being restored. The author Miles Macnair  has written a 
diligently researched account. Emeritus Professor Hugh Torrens (Keele 
University) gave great support to the project. He incidentally is an O/S Friend of 
the ACS and has provided an excellent forward to the book. 

 William James’ home, Henley-in-Arden 
 
Ken and his brother Bruce, who attended the unveiling of the William James memorial plaque at Henley in Arden in 
2003, are mentioned in the introduction. How gratifying to have a recently rediscovered relative! 
I found the book fascinating and commend it to both overseas and local members of the ACS.  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
IN MEMORY of Stu Carrie , Chairman of the Middlesex Branch of the IWA who died recently, the ACS made a 
small donation. This has been put towards the Barge Lock Appeal, which is part of the Droitwich Canals 
restoration. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
POSTAGE STAMPS:   There are a dozen packages of trimmed stamps waiting for travelling members to take them 
to Britain for posting to the Shropshire Union Canal Society. By selling them, the Society raises money for their 
canal projects. There seems to be no inexpensive way of sending stamps from here, and we believe that financial 
returns for Aussie stamps are better in Britain than here. So we are still looking for volunteers to take 500g or 1 kg 
packs with them when they are heading to the UK. Many thanks to those people who have been squeezing stamp 
packs into their bags over the past few years. 
Don’t forget to add your own used stamps to the containers at the meeting.  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
2008 meeting dates: Mondays 2 June, 1 Sept, 1 Dec. 
Next Overseas Friends of the ACS Gathering at the Blue Lias: Sunday 12 July, 2009 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
I hope that you have started the year well and I shall see most of our local members and friends at the coming 
meeting. 
Sincerely yours,        
 
 
� � � � � � � President 

 

 

 

 

 


